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Let us a little permit Nature to take her own way;
she better understands her own affairs than we.
~ Michel de Montaigne, translated

Warm winter bush greetings!

Our photography competition is in full swing & it is awesome to see all the pics of your memories coming
through — thank you to everyone who has sent through their pics & for those who voted. Please keep them
coming, there are still 2 editions to go! We will try to use as many of your pics as possible. Please keep
voting!

For those who have just joined our mailing list: each photo has an entry number - please e-mail your votes
to the e-mail address below. Please also send us your photos from your stay with us & we will try including
them in our future newsletters.

The quarterly prize: Blue Crane Wine and Klaserie Camps Hamper, consisting of assorted Blue Crane wines
and Klaserie camps paraphernalia.

The winner for each quarter will go into the final draw at the end of the year for 40% off their next stay. We
have included in this newsletter the numbers of entries for your perusal. The winner from our last
newsletter is revealed at the end of this edition.

As | pen this, we find ourselves deep into our winter months already. In fact 21 June was already our winter
solstice!

Summer came & went, and | can honestly say that it didn’t feel like we had an autumn or that winter, in its
totality, has yet arrived! We have experienced the occasional few typical cold mornings & evenings, with
guests creeping as close to the fire as possible, but generally speaking the temperatures have been
tolerable. The daytime temperatures have also generally been higher than usual, with temperatures in the
late 20’s [ early 30’s in the middle of June! The bush has reacted accordingly to the lack of water & adverse
weather conditions & has become dry & relatively stark. Thankfully with the late rains we received, the
bush should be able to sustain wildlife sufficiently & the Klaserie River bed is still green & lush for this time
of the year.

Rainfall figures as follows: April Nzumba / Dundee 73.5 mm
Kitara [ Nyeleti 57.5 mm




May : Nzumba [ Dundee 36 mm
Kitara [ Nyeleti 30 mm
For the first time in approximately 4 years, we have exceeded our minimum requirement, albeit minimal.
Due to the area being semi-arid, our average rainfall requirement is 460 mm per season.

Total for this season : Nzumba / Dundee 519 mm
Kitara / Nyeleti 505 mm
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Now onto the news of what our wildlife have been up to for the last 3 months:

We have had an influx of Civets recently. During a recent group’s stay, they saw 4 different Civet in one
night drive. That’s impressive! A huge highlight for this same group of guests, as well as us, was the
sighting of a Pangolin on Nkwasi Drive close to Ngala Pan. What a sighting, in broad daylight!

The elusive leopard have been bold in their sightings, with most sightings

being around Dundee / Nzumba area as usual.

Over the Easter weekend however the group staying at Nyeleti had the

pleasure of seeing the Nyeleti male right outside the fence of Nyeleti one

night, as well as the sighting of 3 other different leopards in the course of

their stay in a variety of areas.

Interesting fact:

Gestation is rapid (100 days) & cubs are born relatively undeveloped being
: af completely helpless & blind. Female leopards cannot afford to be weighed

down by a pregnant belly for too long, as this would affect their hunting ability. Instead, cubs continue to

grow in a secret hiding place for 6 weeks & are suckled by the female for 3 months.

Entry 5
A face only a mother could love!
We have had some great sightings of large herds of buffalo ranging from
30-100 in size come through our property. Our old “dagha” boys remain in
the Kitara/Nyeleti river bed vicinity & “Stompie” is sleeping in camp again &
keeping close to Kitara during the day, looking really battered.

Interesting fact:
The movements of a herd of buffalo are determined by specific individuals
known as “D A O E £E Thdsdate@at necessarily dominant but they act
as leaders to the herd. Each sub-herd within a big herd also has a
pathfmder which will lead its members when the herd splits up.




Entry 6
Our sightings of the King of the Jungle have been a lot less than usual. As
no territory has been formed yet, the lions are able to move around after
food. Most of the sightings took place in the Dundee area. Recently
guests, on their way out, got to watch 2 male lions marking their territory
close to our entrance road. The make-up of the sightings were 2 males
together & a single female. No prides have been seen for a while now.
Interesting fact:
Mating in lions is a very intense affair! A pair will mate every 20 min for 4
days & nights, with each bout lasting 1 minute. Lions have a low fertility
rate & for every cub reaching 1 years old, the parents would have mated 3
000 times. The male that begins with a female may become so exhausted
by day 3 or 4 that another of the coalition members will take over. Since
both believe the cubs to be theirs, both have a vested interest in
protecting the offspring. Although the female initiates mating, at the end
of the bout she appears to become irritable & turns to swat the male with
her paw as he extracts. This is because male lions have barbed penises &
extraction is extremely painful.

Entry 8

The plight of the rhino is ongoing. In the middle of June, Hoedspruit lost
its 5 rhino to poaching this year. In May, it was discovered that a
poaching unit was working within the Balule - they poisoned a large
amount of vultures as the vultures give them away due to hanging around
a dead carcass. The anti-poaching unit uncovered a large amount of
snares for a variety of animals. It was also discovered that the poachers
were using poisoned grapefruit to attract the rhino. Thankfully, no rhino
was poached. While this is quite a distance from our property, it is disconcerting that it is getting closer. An
anti-poaching unit based in Hoedspruit, “Protrack” have said that poachers appear to be moving into the
private protected areas adjacent to the Kruger & unguarded farms are increasingly being hit. This could be
due to increased activity of the SA Defense Force in the Kruger.

I am sure you will all remember the man that was arrested at OR Tambo with a rhino horn last year - it
seems that this set off a massive awareness campaign against rhino poaching, as well as even bigger drive
to try & stop poaching. The horn that was confiscated was thankfully chipped & from the Klaserie. The
carcass could not be found on the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve & it is believed to have crossed over into
the Kruger where it was poached. Speaking to Colin, our warden, yesterday, the man was fined R1m and 4
year jail sentence. Also, because the horn had a microchip in it, prosecution could take place. The Klaserie
Private Nature Reserve was awarded $29 000 which is going to used to fund the micro chipping & notching
of further rhino on the property. We have to keep doing what we do, every bit helps. Inlight of all this
information, | urge you to please consider funding the micro-chipping & notching of arhino. Please contact
me if you require further information.

We have good frequent sightings of rhino in their most common areas on the property namely Nzumba
Airstrip & waterhole, Dundee & Thompsons Airstrip. The make-up has been a mother & calf, bull rhino.

Interesting facsk:
The collective noun for a group of rhino is “a crash of rhino”. Rhino practice geophagigchewing of soil) to
supplement minerals deficiencies. The set of broad, square-shaped lips led to the naming of the rhino as
Dutch settlers referred to them as “wyd”” (meaning wide) & colonialists took it to mean white, hence the
name White Rhino.




Entry 9

This majestic, intelligent & complex beast has provided us with endless
sightings throughout the last 3 months. Sightings have ranged from
single bulls, small herds & herds of up to 50, throughout our property.

Nzumba waterhole is still a great source of water for them on the way to
their destination & Kitara/Nyeleti river bed, being lush with vegetation,
provides them with a good source of food & water.

Guests staying at all three camps have had the pleasure of seeing
elephants moving through the riverbed or drinking at the waterhole.
Wild Dog Dam has also been a popular drinking point.

Entry 10

Guests recently staying at Kitara had the pleasure of a herd of about 30
streaming past their rooms to get to the river to drink. That day we had
a bull elephant in front of Kitara, a herd at the entrance & that night one
in camp!

Renowned for their erratic temperaments in this reserve, the elephants
have been “well-behaved” over the last period, with the odd grumpy bull
or unsettled breeding herd but it was far more the exception than the
norm. Guests have enjoyed on occasion relaxed lone bulls getting
relatively close to the vehicle. The words “exciting”, “wow”, “amazing”
flow freely on guests return to camp after experiencing this.

Entry 11

It goes without saying that Klaserie Camps prides itself on respecting our
wildlife. Whilst getting up close & personal is an experience, we do not
promote this unless the animal, guide & our guests are totally
comfortable with the situation.

Entry 12

Interesting facsk:
The largest recorded tusk in the Lowveld weighed 64.3kg. The longest
tusk on record was 3.55m
The skin of an elephant may be up to 4cm thick in places (legs, forehead,
trunk & back). It is thinnest behind its ears.
The ears of an elephant are enormous, with a bull elephants ears
weighing 20kg each. An elephant can pump all of its blood through its
ears every 20 min (up to 12L/minute).
Elephants are believed to grieve their dead as they pick up tusks, skulls &
bones of dead elephants carrying them around or scenting them with
their trucks.
Entry 13
Elephants are destructive feeders in that they push trees over to access
green leaves on top & debark trees to access water & nutrients being
transported up or down the tree. What looks like wasteful actions have
positive ecological repercussions: fallen trees provide browse at ground
level to small herbivores; they also create microhabitats for the breeding
& survival of ground creatures; nutrients from fallen trees are also
recycled back into the soil through decay.




Entry 14
We have a vast amount of giraffe on our property at this time. Guests are
guaranteed to see single giraffe or a “neck” of giraffe on almost every
drive. There are also quite a few newborn giraffe around, which are so
adorable & just as curious as its mom.

Interesting facsk:
Giraffe do lie down at some point during the night but they generally only
sleep curled up in 5 min installments as they are very vulnerable during
these times.
Giraffe are believed to be the mammal pollinators of the knob thorn.
They are known to chew on bones to supplement calcium & phosphorous
lacking in their diet.

Entry 15

The length of a giraffe’s tongue is 45cm

A newborn giraffe weighs 100kg & can stand within 15 min of birth.
Giraffe can reach up to 50-60km/hour when galloping.

Entry 16
General gameviewing has been really good, each gamedrive is filled with
impalas, kudu with beautiful males, waterbuck, zebra & wildebeest. Large
breeding herds of kudu, waterbuck & impala still remain in the Nyeleti/
Kitara vicinity. The impala rutting season is over. Sadly it looks like only 1
out of the 5 wildebeest calves have survived. The Klaserie River is still
flowing steadily, albeit low. It is still home for a male hippo that can be
seen on occasion, he seems to enjoy foraging around Nyeleti at night.
Johann Lombard, from Earth Scene, and his guest were seconds too late in
witnessing the birth of a baby hippo on the Olifants River. But they did get
some incredible footage on the start of its life. Mom had her calf in the
water very shortly after giving birth. What a privilege to witness that! In
May, Don witnessed 2 male waterbuck fighting for dominance outside
Nyeleti. Neither male giving up, they were battered & bloody.
Entry 17

Interesting facson some general game
Zebra - each zebra has a unique stripe pattern like a fingerprint. When
young zebra are born, the mare will screen her foal from any other zebra
until her own stripe pattern has imprinted on the youngster, ensuring
recognition.
Entry 18
Kudu - the impressiveness of the male kudu has developed to
complement their passive dominance system. During breeding season,
bulls will weigh up their opponents by a show of their good looks.
Opposing kudu will size each other up while marching in a circle head to
flank with one another. Swollen necks, raised manes & a stiff-legged gait
all serve to make the individual appear more oppressive. Only if two males
are equally matched will they engage in horn-clashing combat.

Warthog - without much subcutaneous fat, Warthog piglets are especially sensitive to cold & wet
conditions. Up to 50% of warthog young die in their first 6 weeks due to sudden temperature fluctuations
(& predation). To help overcome these risks, Warthog sows excavate their burrows with an internal shelf
that serves as a “bunk-bed” to keep the young off the floor in the event of flooding. If the shelf is absent,
the piglets will sleep on the sow’s back.




Entry 19
The arrival of the cold months saw the departure of our migratory birds e.g.
European bee-eater, European roller, woodlands kingfisher, Walberg’s
eagle, lesser spotted eagle, to mention but a few.
Thankfully we have been left with some beauties like these lilac breasted
rollers (in the photos), little bee-eater & white fronted bee-eater, yellow-
eyed canary & golden breasted bunting. They provide a flash of brilliant
colour against the drab winter landscape. With all the aloes coming into
bloom, we will get to see the beautiful sunbirds feasting on the sweet
nectar; the challenge is to capture them in a photo!
As long as we have waterholes & the river flows, the African Fish Eagle will
grace us with their presence & call that is truly African Bush.
Entry 20

Interesting fact :
The “roller” gets its name from its ability to noisily take to the sky until it
reaches its summit. It then shoots down, rocking side to side on its wings,
all the while singing.

Entry 21
This has to indeed be the most exciting story to share with you!

QW hite lions are rare, unique, and seldom seen in the wild, but they are still
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announced that their resident pride had given birth to a litter of four cubs, of
which two were white. The two tawny cubs died shortly after, but the white
cubs continued to surviveWhen the cubs were about five months old their
mother joined another pride female with two slightly older tawny cubs and
the six of them became nomadi&ince then this remarkable pride has been moving through most parts of the
Associated Private Nature Reserves (APNR), which include the Klaserie, the Timbavati and the Uivitiedbat.
lions do not naturally occur all over Africa. In the wild they haJvg ewer been seen in the Timbavati Private
Nature Reserve and its surrounding areas where several of the resident lion prides carry a recessive gene that
can cause the birth of white lion cubs. This lack of pigmentation is often mistaken for albinisiw i fact a
condition called leucism, in which the pelage is white but eyes and skin are pigmatiteaiigh life has been
far from easy for these special lions, they have endured and survived many confrontations with other lions and
predators. The unfdunate death of one of the tawny male cubs took the pride down to five, but ever since
they have been going strong.

Though white lions have been in the wild for decades, their survival rate is low and most white lion cubs do not
make it to adulthood.Butthese two white lions are an exception and against all odds they have continued to
survive, perhaps thanking their survival to their mothers @nohtsremarkable protection and hunting skills.
They are now well over two years old, the first white lionOtd AAE OOA AAOI OET T A OET AA

The above article was written by Will & Lianne Steencamp who are the researchers on this incredible
project & who have, since the cubs birth, been filming their lives. Their love for this pride & passion for this
project is contagious & they frequently keep us updated on the pride’s movement, even if they are not on
our property. Sadly this project finishes at the end of July, but we have no doubt, they will live in their
hearts forever. Photos below compliments of Will & Lianne.

The pride has been named as follows: Matimba(meaning “power”) is the big female, mom to the white
cubs - she is very big & powerful & extremely protective over her cubs. The other mom is named Khanya
(which means “light / pale”) - she is mom to the tawny male, she is the gentle mom but tough & a keen
hunter. The 2 white cubs (now sub-adults) are called Shenggmeaning “hunter”) - always first to




participate in a hunt & Nkani(meaning “cheeky/naughty”) - she is the brave one & not afraid of anything.
The little tawny bachelor is called Xinongangpronounced Shinongana, meaning “piece of wood”) - he
loves chewing on sticks & plays all the time.

o1 April 2011 we had a group in; little did they know what was in stall for them. In fact, only the following
day once we saw the above photo did we realize what guests had seen. The pride seemed to become very
settled in the Klaserie almost having a fixed route of movement. Don, Patrick & | were privileged to be able
to view these rare beauties close to Wild Dog Dam. To say that it was incredible is an understatement. The
white lions have piercing blue eyes, no dark patches behind their ears & the tuft at the end of their tail light.
Sadly, they moved back into the Timbavati & Ntsiri again in mid may. Three days ago, they moved into the
Kruger — interestingly, a large male lion with them. The moms should be coming into oestrous, & hopefully
some more white cubs. We hope we will be able to follow this story for a long time to come!

nWe are on facebook!! If you have not already joined the page, please do so asap - look up Klaserie
Camps! We post all the exciting happenings & news so you are the first to know about it!!

Our first winner for this competition is Kevin Penrose for his
leopard photograph.

Congratulations Kevin!!

Please keep sending your wonderful photos, and don’t forget to vote!!

Don’t forget our winter-warmer specials !!!!

Kitara : R1850 per person per night sharing
Nzumba : R1500 per person per night sharing
Nyeleti : R680 per person per night sharing
Valid : June [ July [ Aug 2011
Nett & Non-Commissionable
Subject to availability (July is pretty full but still space in Aug!)

Written by : Lee-Anne Detert (with Don’s advice)

Contact details :
Website : www.klaseriecamps.com
Reservations : donandlee@telkomsa.net or klaseriecamps@radioactivewifi.co.za
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